
maner. regardless of the predicted harm to 

rrout streams, endangered species, and other 

valued natural resources (see sidebar, page 

22). 'They can prescribe mitigation and some 

protective measures, but they cannot say 'No, 

there will be no mine here,'" he says. That 

might have made sense when pioneers were 

streaming west, but not in the 21sr century, 

when public values have long since changed. 

During mining's heydays, prospectors 

whispered excitedly about gold and silver 

strikes. These days, anglers and biologists are 

just as excited discussing genetically pure cut­

throat populations and restored bull trour 

spawning sites. Pristine coldwater streams are 

becoming Montana's new Oro y Plata. Many 

new businesses cite the scenery, fishing, and 

dean mountain environment among reasons 

for relocating to Montana. According to the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, tourists to Big 

Sky Country pay more than $100 mj]]ion each 

year for guided fishing trips, lodging, equip­

ment, meals, and other trout-related expenses. 

Hardrock mines definitely produce jobs. 

But they also require cleanup, and even the 

most lucrative strikes eventually play out. A 

cold mountain stream, on the other hand, 

will produce scenery and trout forever-if 

allowed to. IfMontana wants to sustain both 

its mineral wealth and irs coldwarer wealth, it 

may need to find better ways ro prevent the 

one from degrading the other. __ 

Sportsmen United for Sensible Mining 

se siblemining.org) is an alliance of 
hunting nd fishing g oups coordinated 
by the National Wildlife Federation, 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation 
Par nership, and Trout Unlimited. 

See the SUSM web­
site for the publica­

tion Sensible SOlutions 

to Hardrock Mining. 

Trout Unlimited 

(tu.org) has facts 
about abandoned 
mines 0 it website 

under "Conservation." For a copy of 
TU's color hardrock mining booklet 
ettled, Mined & Left Behind, cont ct 

Elizabeth Russell at (303) 440-2937, 
ext. 1 or erussell@tu.org 
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